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HITTING MOVEMENT

% 1 an act of hitting a ball, for example with a bat or racket
What a beautiful stroke!
He won by two strokes (= in golf, by taking two fewer strokes than his opponent).

2 asingle movement of the arm when hitting sb/sth
His punishment was six strokes of the cane.

IN SWIMMING/ROWING

3 any of a series of repeated movements in swimming or rowing

She took a few more strokes to reach the bank.
He swam with long powerful strokes.

4 (often in compounds) a style of swimming
Butterfly is the only stroke I can't do.
¥ see also backstroke, breaststroke

5 the person who sets the speed at which everyone in a boat rows

GENTLE TOUCH

6 [usually singular] (especially BrE) an act of moving vour hand gently over a surface, usually several times
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